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SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 


Annual*  Report 

OP  THE 

B&e6icaf  Officer  of 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1906. 


To  the  Sanitary  Authority  of  the 

Rural  District. 


Gentlemen, 


Glossop-Dale 


In  my  Report  to  you  for  the  year  1905,  I wrote: — 


“Your  population  in  1891  was  4,383,  and  in  1901  it 
was  4,151,  giving  a decrease  of  232  in  the  ten  years. 

It  seems  to  me  that  intelligent  sanitation  in  rural 
districts  would  be  increased,  and  the  flow  of  population 
from  the  country  into  the  towns  diminished  by  the  dissemina- 
tion of  centres  of  agricultural  education,  that  would  interest 
the  intellectual  youth  in  country  affairs. 


It  seems  to  me  that  agriculture  as  a branch,  and  an 
important  branch,  of  applied  chemistry  and  biology  has  in 
the  past  been  sadly  neglected. 


It  used  to  be  thought  that  scientific  knowledge  and 
scientific  investigation  were  of  no  use  to  the  farmer,  but 
I think  that  was  because  scientific  investigation  did  not 
proceed  on  practical  lines. 


4' 


The  British  farmer  has  been  called  conservative  in  his 
methods,  but  he  cannot  help  himself.  The  farmer  who 
tills  his  land  gets  his  results  only  once  a year,  and  an 
experiment  would  have  to  be  conducted  over  a long  time. 
The  farmer  cannot  afford  to  make  experiments  like  those 
of  the  manufacturer  who  gets  his  results  every  day  or 
every  week. 

The  farmer,  unless  his  experiments  are  made  for  him 
by  an  authority,  upon  which  he  can,  from  experience,  rely, 
is  forced  to  be  conservative  in  his  methods.” 

Last  year  I visited  Aberdeen  University,  of  which  I am 
a graduate,  where  degrees  in  Agriculture  are  now  granted. 

The  degree  of  B.Sc.  in  Agriculture  is  granted  on  attending 
a course  of  three  years’  instruction,  and  of  course  passing  the 
examinations. 

A Diploma  in  Agriculture  is  granted  on  a course  extending 
over  two  winters. 

The  course  for  the  B.Sc.  includes  : — 

(1)  Mathematics,  or  Biology. 

(2)  Natural  Philosophy. 

(3)  Chemistry. 

(4)  Principles  of  Agriculture. 

(5)  Agricultural  Chemistry. 

(6)  Geology. 

(7)  Veterinary  Hygiene. 

* 

(8)  Agricultural  Botany. 

(9)  Agricultural  Entomology. 

(10)  Economic  Science  as  applied  to  Agriculture. 

(11)  A course  of  one  of  the  following: — 

(a)  Forestry. 
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(b)  Experimental  Physics. 

(c)  Engineering. 

(12)  Engineering  Field  Work. 

The  course  for  the  Diploma  includes  : — 

(1)  Principles  of  Agriculture. 

(2)  Preparatory  Chemistry. 

(3)  Agricultural  Chemistry. 

(4)  Veterinary  Hygiene. 

(5)  Agricultural  Botany. 

(6)  Agricultural  Entomology. 

(7)  Agricultural  Economics. 

(8)  Engineering  Field  Work. 

Practical  experience  on  a farm  is  required  in  both  cases. 
Such  teaching  on  the  part  of  the  Universities  is  excellent, 
and  ought  to  abolish  the  superstition  that  a clever  lad  is 
too  good  fur  Agriculture. 

While  economists  of  every  shade  of  political  opinion  are 
agreed  that  it  is  raw  material,  and  not  the  means  for  manufac- 
turing it,  we  are  most  in  need  of,  I think  the  teacher  ought 
to  do  his  share  in  stimulating  Agriculture. 

From  our  point  of  view,  inspection  of  farm  buildings 
and  cow-sheds  is  but  half  the  battle.  Education  of  farmers, 
especially  in  Veterinary  Hygiene,  seems  to  me  a very  considerable 
half. 


This  might  seem  not  to  be  so  important  in  a manufacturing 
neighbourhood,  but  such  a community  depends  largely  for  its 
health  on  a healthy  milk  supply,  and  the  milk  supply  has 
to  be  comparatively  local.  Then  the  promotion  of  rural  life 
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would,  I suppose,  be  generally  acknowledged  to  make  for  the 
public  health. 

I fear  human  self-indulgence  and  human  emulation 
will  prevent  the  adoption  of  the  simple  life,  which,  taken  in 
moderation,  would  have  such  excellent  effects— economic,  social, 
and  hygienic  j but  increased  interest  in  rural  concerns  might 
increese  the  attractiveness  of  the  rural  life. 

It  is  not  likely,  however,  that  all  farmers  will  go  to 
Universities  for  degrees,  and  if  Agricultural  Education  is  to 
be  made  widely  useful,  it  must  be  brought  near  their  doors. 

To  come  to  our  own  district — The  Glossop-Dale  Rural 
District  consists  of  places  of  a more  urban  character,  separated 
by  other  portions  of  a strictly  rural  and  agricultural  character. 
I have  in  previous  reports,  discussed  the  requirements  of  these 
different  parts. 

Perhaps  you  will  allow  me  this  year  to  summarize  those 
requirements. 

The  Rural  Districts  are  supplied  with  water  chiefly  by 
shallow  wells,  and  refuse  matters  are  chiefly  disposed  of  in 
privy  middens  and  ash-pits. 

In  the  case  of  the  more  urban  portions,  water  is  chiefly 
supplied  from  reservoirs  belonging  to  Lord  Howard  of  Glossop, 
and  for  the  sewage  of  Marple  Bridge  you  have  a system  of 
sewers,  and  sewage  disposal  works. 

To  summarize  the  requirements  : — 

For  the  Rural  Districts. 

^l)  Prevention  of  contamination  of  the  wells  by 
surface  water. 


(2)  Cleanliness  in  connection  with  privy  middens 

and  ash-pits. 

(3)  Clean,  commodious,  and  well-ventilated  cow- 

houses. 

(4)  Early  removal  of  manure,  and  other  offensive 

matters,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  farm 
buildings. 

(5)  Adoption,  when  possible,  of  earth  closets. 

For  the  more  Urban  Districts. 

(1)  A sewage  scheme  for  Cottage  Lane,  Gamesley. 

(2)  Adoption  of  water  closets  in  Marple  Bridge. 

(3)  Adoption  of  ash-bins,  when  and  where  pos- 

sible. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

We  have  had  37  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  1906,  against 
9 in  1905  ; 4 in  1904  ; 7 in  1903  ; 32  in  1902  ; 7 in  1901; 
and  15  in  1900. 

Of  the  37  cases,  20  were  in  Charlesworth  ; 1 in  Chisworth ; 
and  16  in  Ludworth. 

Twelve  cases  were  removed  to  Chinley  Hospital — 7 from 
Charlesworth  ; and  5 from  Ludworth. 

1 here  was  1 death  of  a case  belonging  to  the  district. 

The  disease  was  most  prevalent  in  Chailesworth  in  May, 
and  in  Ludworth  during  the  later  months  of  the  year. 
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The  school  in  Charlesworth  that  seemed  most  involved 
was  specially  cleansed  during  the  Whit-week  holidays. 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 

The  were  no  cases  of  either  disease  in  1906. 

There  were  2 cases  of  Diphtheria  in  1905  ; and  2 in 
1904  ; none  of  either  disease  in  1903  ; 1 case  of  Membranous 
Croup  in  1902  ; 4 cases  of  Diphtheria  in  1901  ; and  1 case 

in  1900. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

There  was  no  case  of  this  disease  notified  in  1906. 
There  were  4 in  1905  ; 2 in  1904;  3 in  1903  ; 3 m 1902  ; 
2 in  1901  ; and  3 in  1900. 


TYPHOID  FEVER. 

We  had  no  case  of  this  disease  belonging  to  the  district, 
but  in  November,  a man,  who  had  come  from  a district  where 
the  disease  was  prevalant,  became  ill  four  days  after  arrival, 
and  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  Typhoid  Fever.  When 
the  case  had  been  notified  to  me,  he  was  speedily  removed 
to  Chinley  Hospital,  where  he  unfortunately  died.  This  man  s 
death  was  tabulated  in  another  district. 

There  was  no  spread  of  the  disease. 

There  was  1 case  of  Typhoid  Fever  in  1905  ; 2 in 
1904;  2 in  1903;  6 in  1902  ; 2 in  1901  ; and  2 in  1900. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER 

There  were  2 cases  of  this  disease  in  1906,  neither  of 
which  proved  fatal. 
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There  were  altogether  40  cases  of  notifiable  disease  in 

1906. 


The  cases  were  investigated,  and  directions  for  disinfection 

given. 


Facilities  are  afforded  by  the  kindness  of  the  County 
Council  for  bacteriological  examinations,  in  cases  of  Typhoid 
and  Diphtheria,  at  the  University  of  Birmingham. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act  has  now  been 
in  force  for  six  years.  I recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act  of  1890. 

MEASLES. 

In  consequence  of  a severe  outbreak  of  this  disease  in 
the  end  of  September  and  beginning  of  October,  in  Charlesworth, 
the  two  schools  in  that  village  had  to  be  closed — St.  John’s 

for  about  three  weeks,  and  the  British  School  for  about  a 
month.  While  closed  the  schools  were  thoroughly  cleansed. 

Chisworth  Day  School  had  to  be  closed  on  account  of 
the  same  disease,  from  October  31st  to  November  26th.  This 
school  also  was  cleansed 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  a school  in  the  Borough, 
near  your  borders,  had  to  be  closed  from  November  1st  to 

November  19  th. 

The  disease  seems  to  have  been  most  prevalant  in  Lud- 
worth  during  December,  but  it  was  not  found  necessary  to 
close  the  only  Day  School  in  that  district. 


There  were  2 deaths  from  the  disease  in  Charlesworth. 
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I have  visited  Charlesworth,  Chiswortli,  and  Lane  Ends 
several  times  this  year.  My  visits  to  other  parts  of  the  district 
have  been  chiefly  in  connection  with  infectious  diseases. 

BYE-LAWS. 

The  Rural  District  has  bye-laws  in  force  for  Common 
Lodging-Houses,  and  for  new  Streets  and  Buildings,  as  well 
as  regulations  under  the  Contagious  Diseases  (Animals^  Act, 
and  the  Dairies,  Cow- Sheds,  and  Milk  Shops  Order. 

NUISANCES  ABATED. 

The  Inspector  reports  15  notices,  served  for  abatement 
of  nuisances,  and  reports  abatement  in  every  case. 

Thirty  houses  were  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

There  are  71  on  the  register.  The  Inspector  has  made 
20  inspections. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  4 in  the  district,  Le.,  2 in  Charlesworth  and 
2 in  Ludworth.  The  Inspector  has  made  6 visits.  He  found 
them  in  good  order.  There  are  no  underground  bakehouses. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

The  slaughter-houses  are  not  registered.  In  1906  the 
Inspector  visited  and  found  them  in  good  order. 

WORKSHOPS. 

There  are  16  workshops  in  the  district.  I he  Inspector 
has  made  14  visits,  and  served  one  notice  for  infringement, 
otherwise  he  found  them  satisfactory.  The  Inspector  also  paid 
4 visits  to  factories. 
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HOMEWORK. 

There  is,  to  our  knowledge,  no  homework  in  the  sense 
of  the  Act  in  our  district. 


STATISTICS. 

The  Area  of  the  District 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  ... 
Population  (census  1901) 


17,893  acres 
922 
4*5 
4,151 


The  births  in  the  district  during  1906  were  32  boys 
and  47  girls,  making  a total  of  79.  This  gives  a rate  per 
thousand  of  19*0. 


The  nett  deaths  in  the  district  during  the  year  were 
67,  giving  a rate  per  thousand  of  16*1. 

The  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  were  11, 
giving  a rate  per  thousand  births  of  139*2. 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  in  1906  was  12, 
giving  a rate  of  natural  increase  of  0*289  per  cent.,  against 
0*602  in  1905  ; 0*650  in  1904  ; 0*626  in  1903;  0*216  in 
1902  ; and  0*602  in  1901. 

As,  however,  the  population  decreased  by  232  between 
the  census  of  1891  and  that  of  1901,  it  seems  safest  to 
calculate  on  a stationary  population. 

The  census  population  of  Charlesworth  was  1967. 

Deaths  in  1906  ...  ...  ...  27 

Rate  per  thousand  ...  ...  13*72 


The  census  population  of  Chis worth 

was  409. 

Deathg  in 

1906  

5 

Rate 

per 

thousand  ... 

12-22 

The  census  population  of  Ludworth 

was  1775. 

Deaths  in 

1906 

..  35 

Rate 

per 

thousand  ... 

19-71 

DEATHS 

FROM  PHTHISIS  IN  SIX  YEARS. 

Tear. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Rate  per  1000. 

1901 

3 

072 

1902 

3 

0-72 

1903 

......  5 ......... 

1-20 

1904 

4 ......... 

0-96 

1905 

2 

0*48 

1906 

4 

096 

There  were  2 

deaths  from  other  Tubercular  diseases  in 

1906,  against  1 

in  1905  ; 2 in  1904  ; 4 in  1903  ; and  none 

in  1901  and  1902. 

Birth,  Death,  and  Infantile  Death  Rates  for  ten  years  . 

Infantile 

Year. 

Birth  Rate.  Death  Rate. 

Death  Rate.. 

1897 

• • 

2D2  ...  14-8 

155 

1898 

• • • 

23-4  ...  130 

80-8 

1899 

21-4  ...  13-8 

166-6 

1900 

• • • 

21-8  ...  13-4 

76-9 

1901 

• • 9 

21*4  ...  15*4 

...  101 T 

1902 

16-3  ...  14-2 

...  102*9 

1903 

20-2  ...  13'9 

83-3 

1904 

18*3  ...  US 

66-8 

1905 

18-0  . . 12-0 

533 

1906 

* • J‘ 

190  ...  161 

139*2 

The  Deaths  in  the  district  during  1906  were  from 
the  following  diseases  : — 


Measles 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Epidemic  Influenza  ... 

Enteritis 

Erysipelas 

Other  Septic  Diseases 
Phthisis 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ... 

Cancer  and  other  Malignant  Diseases 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs 
Premature  Birth 
Heart  Diseases 
Accidents 

Unclassified  Diseases... 


1 

3 
1 
1 
1 

4 
2 
3 
8 
2 
1 
2 
7 
3 
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There  were  no  deaths  from  Small-pox,  Whooping  Cough^ 
Diphtheria  or  Membraneous  Croup,  Croup,  Typhus,  Enteric 
or  other  continued  Fevers,  Cholera,  Plague,  Diarrhoea,  Puerpural 
Fever,  Pleurisy,  Alcoholism  or  Cirrhosis  of  Liver,  Venereal 
Diseases,  Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition,  Suicide,  or 
Rheumatic  Fever. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  truly, 

Duncan  J.  Mackenzie,  A.D. 


Loch  Maree  House, 

Glossop,  February  12th,  1907. 
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